Term 3 2010
Reading

Each day the children will be bringing home something for you to read together.  From Mondays to Thursdays this will be a reading book. On Fridays it will be a new poem in your child’s poetry book. Please do take the time to read with your child. Learning to read is an essential life skill and practice is the main key to success. I attempt to write daily in your child’s notebook with suggestions for them at home as well as commenting on their progress; please do let me know how they are getting on and any problems they are encountering. By working in partnership we can improve your child’s reading success.

Please remind your child to bring their Book Bag with them everyday and place the previous days book in their book box.
Spelling
The children have made awesome progress with their phonics. We shall be moving on to looking at spelling patterns e.g.  night, tight, might and focussing on spelling little tricky words such as these, there and that. We shall be learning to look at the correct spelling of the word, say the word, cover the word, write the word and check the word. This process is repeated about 10 times for each word. 

                                                                                          Handwriting



Most children are now writing letters with ease. We are now concentrating on using the correct sequence of movements and ensuring the tails of letters go down and the necks are good and tall. You know which letters your child finds tricky so support them by writing these letters:-
· With water and paintbrushes outside
· In the air very large and fast
· On their hand
· On your back – can you guess the letter?
· With play dough
· In rainbow colours
                      
 Speaking and Listening

This term we shall be focussing on formulating and asking questions, using the five ‘w’ words. WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHO, WHY. Families can help by asking children questions using these words. This shows children how to use these words correctly. You can also talk about your answers and the thinking behind your answers. Use phrases such as ‘I think this because...”
Maths

We shall be continuing with our number work, reading and writing numbers to at least 100, simple addition and subtraction, and counting forwards and backwards in two’s, five’s and ten’s.  In addition to this we shall be learning about length. 

How to help

· Use the vocabulary of length tall, taller, tallest, short, shorter, shortest, long, longer, longest etc

· Estimate length e.g. how many steps to the TV and then check and count to see who was closest

· Compare the lengths of different objects to find the shortest/longest.
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Once again many thanks for your continued support the children are making great steps in their learning and without the support from home this would not be possible. On Thursdays I am out of the classroom, so the children will be taught by Sheridan Taylor, Sheridan and I work closely together to ensure their learning is continued on every day of the week. I am normally around before and after school so do feel free to come and chat and spend time looking at the lovely classroom environment that your child’s work has helped to achieve.
Best wishes     Fina Hallman

Did you know drinking plenty of water helps message move around the brain. So make sure your child has a water bottle with them everyday.





Recount writing.


Recount writing tells others about what we have done.


In their writing children will be writing from personal experience. The learning and teaching will focus on;-


Writing about when, who, were and what happened.


Writing about events in the correct time sequence using words such as first, next, after that, then, finally.


Writing simple words correctly


Forming letters correctly


Attempting to use full stops and capital letters and other punctuation correctly


Using ‘WOW” words


Re-reading their writing and correcting any mistakes


To support your child with their writing talk about events you have done together even something simple like going for a walk. Use words such as those listed above and together write a recount of your adventures.


As always praise any writing efforts concentrate on what they have done correctly and ask them how they can make it better next time.





Topics


Hauora


We shall be focussing on co-operation. How do we co-operate and work together as a team or partnership. We shall be concentrating on taking turns and sharing. As well as listening to each others ideas and making decisions as a group fairly.


Inquiry learning


We will be learning about AFRICA. We have found out what we already know and the children will be deciding on areas to investigate further. At present it looks as if we shall be learning lots about the animals of Africa. We shall be presenting our learning in the whole school production in week 9. 


Information and Communication Technology


Alternate Wednesdays Akeake have an ICT session with Mr Huxford in the library.


Enviro Schools


We shall be continuing with our vegetable garden. The focus shifts this term from learning how to grow vegetables successfully to how to cook them and eat healthily. I am hoping that all the families in Akeake will become involved. You are your child’s biggest heroes, if they see you cooking and eating vegetables they are far more likely to do so. A healthy body means a healthy mind so the benefits are physical and academic. So far we have harvested our silver beet and curly kale and cooked them with cheese sauce and bacon. Most children loved eating the vegetables they had grown and claimed it as the highlight of the week to Mrs Taylor Patel!!! When the next crops are ready we shall invite you all to help harvest and cook. Please do make every effort to come.


Any help with the gardening and suggestions of what to plant next will also be warmly welcomed.














