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Term 3, 2010.
Welcome back! I hope you all enjoyed your time over the holidays with your child.

Thank you to all the parents who attended the Student Led Conferences last term. I hope you got a little insight into how your child is progressing at school and what their next learning steps are.
A few reminders

Children are asked to take home their rubbish with them. This will reduce the amount of litter being disposed of at school.

The classroom

Children are able to enter the classroom from 8.30am. It would be beneficial for them to arrive at this time as it gives them time to get their things ready for the day, and allows them to play before the school day starts.

After school, children need to be picked up from school at 3pm. Please arrange a meeting place (e.g. outside Rimu class, or the playground) where they can be picked up from everyday after school.

If you are unable to get to school by 3pm, please ring the office to let them know.

Drink bottles

‘Water’ is essential for keeping young minds alert. It is recommended that students have a clearly named bottle of water everyday.

Learning in Rimu class

The following topics are some we will be covering this term. Ask your child about them, as you may be surprised about what they know.

Writing
This term we will be focussing on Recount Writing. The children will learn how to write about interesting events that have happened in their lives. They will be learning how to plan the recounts by answering questions using who, what, when, why, where.
Reading
Children are expected to read everyday at school and at home. This is critical for their development and will help them succeed in all areas of their learning. Students are expected to take home a book to share with their parents Monday to Friday. Please remind them to bring their small book bags to school everyday as their readers will not be allowed to be brought home without them. 

Reading at home should be a positive experience.

Maths
This term we are looking at Capacity. They will be looking at comparing different objects that can carry a liquid, such as buckets, cups and pots, and using their measurement and mathematical knowledge to estimate and then accurately measure.
Number will be the major topic for the term and your support at home encouraging your child to learn their basic facts and their times tables would be greatly appreciated.

Inquiry
This term we will be focussing our studies on Courage. They will be recognising ways they have shown courage in the past, and will identify characteristics of a courageous person or thing.
As part of our Performing and Visual Arts programme, we will be studying cultures that are found in the continent, North America. This includes Mexico, the Caribbean, Jamaica, and the more commonly known U.S.A and Canada.
Homework
Homework is essential to continuing the great learning your child does in the classroom, at home. Please make sure your child takes responsibility for completing the homework sheet and having their book returned to be marked on Friday mornings. Homework consists of Spelling, Maths, and Writing. 

Parent help
This term will be filled with opportunities for parents to come and join in with their child’s learning. These could include field trips, art lessons, or simply reading with children at school. If you are interested in participating in any of these events please let me know before and after school. It would be greatly appreciated and beneficial for your child’s learning.

I look forward to participating in all the learning taking place this term in Rimu class. We have a great amount of learning that we will get through and with your help we can encourage the children to strive and reach their learning goals.


Important Dates
29th July – Maori Legends Show

9th – 13th August – Book Week

16th September – Flanshaw Showcase Performance

24th September – Term 3 ends
If you have any questions about the learning this term, please come and see me before or after school or email me at rimu@flanshaw.school.nz
James Hobby

James Hobby

Rimu Teacher









