




































   
Term two 2010
Welcome to the new term and our new classroom
I hope you all had an enjoyable break. Thank you for making the time to attend the goal setting meetings at the end of last term. This term we will be working hard to reach those ‘next steps’ and you will have another opportunity to see the fantastic learning that your child has been doing at the ‘Student Led Conferences’ towards the end of this term.  
Tracey Woolley
	Things to remember:

· School starts at 8.55 am. Your child is allowed in the classroom from 8.30 am. It is important that they arrive at school in time to put away their bags, have a little play and have a chance to settle in so they are ready for the day ahead. 

· Library Our library day is Wednesday. 
· Books Please ensure that your child is prepared for each day’s learning by having returned all books in their appropriate book bag.

· Uniform The children are required to have the correct uniform on each day.  Please label all parts of your child’s uniform clearly, with their name.

· Lunches The lunch room is only open on Fridays and all orders need to be put in the slot at the hall by 9am.
· Kawakawa Room has an open door policy. Remember to call in and see the wonderful work your child is currently working on. Better still; ask your child what they have been learning. You may be pleasantly surprised to learn what they know.






	Term Two 2010
Reading 

Children will continue to bring a reading book home each afternoon to read to you. Practice is the key to success so daily reading to and with your child is essential. 

 On Friday the children will bring home a favourite reader and their poetry book (with a new poem) to share. Please encourage and help your child to re-read poems from their poetry books as we will often use this book as part of our reading activities in the classroom.  Return poetry books on Monday morning.
Feel free to comment on your child’s reading or communicate with me in your child’s reading notebook.
Books and book bags need to be returned to school each day.
Books will not be sent home if the children do not have a suitable book bag to transport them in.

Library
Our library day is Wednesday.  Your child will bring home a picture book of their choice. Spend time reading and sharing this book with your child to help encourage and foster a love of reading. Return the books by the following Tuesday. Please ensure that these books come to school in their library book bags. No books will be issued unless your child has the correct bag.

Written Language

This term we will be focussing on writing reports. The students will discuss and develop an understanding of the purpose of written reports, which is, to provide information.

They will learn how to identify the features of a report, how to plan a report, use information words and distinguish between fact and opinions so that they can record true information. They will write about objects and animals. If you have a small pet that could visit us at school eg. guinea pigs, mice etc please let me know.

To write information reports children need to know facts and have the vocabulary to describe the topic. To help at home you can talk about objects and living things around you giving children the correct vocabulary when naming the parts and describing them.

Maths

Our topics for this term are…

Number :  We will be learning to…

· Recognise and write numerals to 10 then 20.

· Count forwards and backwards from any given number.

· Form groups of objects.

· Count groups of objects.

· Join groups of objects. (Addition)

· Split groups of objects. (Subtraction)
Algebra: Children will be learning how to…

· Create patterns

· Describe patterns 
· Continue patterns. 
You can help by… Creating and talking about repeating patterns

· Clapping patterns

· Body patterns (arms out, arms up, arms out, arms up etc)

· Building colour patterns – use counters etc

· Follow-the-leader patterns (hop, hop, jump, hop, hop, jump etc.) 
Inquiry Learning -“Does My Garden Grow?” - Plants And Trees
This term we will be learning how to care for and improve our environment with a focus on ‘Flora’. We will find out about trees/plants, their needs and their importance to people and the environment. We will explore the gardens around the school and brainstorm things they have observed. The children will brainstorm what they know about plants, how to look after them and how they grow etc and share about their experiences with gardens and gardening.  The children will have an opportunity to cultivate a class garden as well as an opportunity to grow plants in the class. 
The Arts 

This term the junior school will be part of a performing arts rotation. Kawakawa class will be in a rotation with Kowhai, and Pohutukawa classes. 

                                         The children will be learning about:-

Drama with Mr T

Music with Miss Kluit

Dance with Mrs Kern.

This rotation will take place in the first 6 weeks of term then we will be part of a school wide Visual Arts Week. Look out for further details later in the term
ICT 
Every second Tuesday afternoon the children will learn ICT in the gorgeous new ICT suite with Mr Huxford. 
Physical Education
All children are expected to participate in school PE. This term the children will be developing large ball skills (e.g. throwing and catching), as well as learning how to play a variety of different ball games / sports. 
Food for thought 
Encourage your child to have breakfast before coming to school.  They need to bring something for morning tea as well as lunch. 
School lunches can be ordered on Friday’s only. Write child’s name, class name and order on the outside of an envelope and put the money inside. Lunch orders are to be placed in the slot by the door of the school hall supper room by 9am.
‘Student-Led’ conferences
These will be held towards the end of this term. This is a special occasion where children and their families get to celebrate all the learning that has taken place. During this time your child will be given an opportunity to talk about their learning and share all their work (and Portfolios) with you.  
Web Site / Email
Remember to visit our school website at www.flanshawroad.school.nz
Our class email address is: kawakawa@flanshawroad.school.nz , so keep in contact.
Finally…  Don’t forget to keep this newsletter handy so you know what is going on in our room. 
Tracey Woolley
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Upcoming Topics





Number – Addition and Subtraction


                  - Algebra


Large Ball Skills


Personal writing. 


Report writing


Art- Focus on Drawing Skills + Visual art week


Science – Plants and Trees 





Dates to remember





29th April – Powhiri


31st May – 4 June Visual Art week


29th June- Student Led Conferences      


2nd July – Term 2 Ends


Please check newsletters to confirm dates








RESOURCES NEEDED: If you have any resources that we could use for our gardening topic please see me. For Example


Plant pots and saucers.


Potting mix, plants, flowers etc


Old calendar pictures of plants / gardens / trees etc. Photos of your garden.   THANKS








Parent Helpers


If you are able to help with any of the things below please let me know.


Making playdough


Making Resources for the class


Assisting in class


Helping with learning


Your help and support is appreciated.

















